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Flora of Australia Vol 11A and B: Mimosaceae, Acacia
AE Orchard and AJG Wilson (Editors)
2001 CSIRO Publishing, PO Box 1139, Collingwood, Vic 3066, Australia, e-mail: sales@publish.csiro.au
Volume 11A: 673 pages, 32 colour plates, 3 black and white colour plates, 85 line drawings, 511 distribution maps, includes
the keys to the Mimosaceae and to the genus Acacia in Australia
Volume 11B: 536 pages, 64 colour plates, 94 line drawings, 584 distribution maps
Hardback set — ISBN 0643067442, Price: A$195.00
Paperback set — ISBN 0643067434, Price: A$145.00
WATTLE: Acacias of Australia CD-ROM
AE Orchard and AJG Wilson (Editors)
2001. CSIRO Publishing, PO Box 1139, Collingwood, Vic 3066, Australia, e-mail: sales@publish.csiro.au
CD-ROM and 24 page manual, ISBN 0643066063, Price: A$110.00
One has come to expect an excellent standard from the
series Flora of Australia but this set of two volumes and a
compact disc surpasses any of it predecessors in its bril-
liance. The set is a triumph, skillfully combining the vital
aspects of α-taxonomy, economic uses, fossil history and
palynology and interactive keys on compact disc. 
The authors apologise for the conservative approach of
the infrageneric classification they follow and provide a con-
cise and eloquent summary of the controversy surrounding
delimitation of monophyletic groups within Acacia.
The genus has radiated extensively in Australia and
includes a foreboding count of close to1 000 spp. It is there-
fore not surprising that Acacia is the largest plant genus in
Australia, nor is it surprising that this flora account was 15
years in the making. The set includes input from 19 special-
ists but the continuity of the volume does not suffer. Each
species is covered by a description, nomenclatural syn-
onymy, concise notes on habitat and distribution. The diag-
nostic characters of closely allied taxa are provided with
each description and these are an excellent aid to field
workers. Floras of complex genera are always enhanced by
the use of illustrations and this is work is no exception. The
set is beautifully illustrated by photographs of the highest
standard. In addition the text is supported by excellent line
drawings which are exemplary in their detail. The skill of
Margret Pieroni, ably assisted by other artists, is a joy to
behold and greatly enhances the books. It is almost impos-
sible to produce a epic work of this size without occasional
typographic errors. The captions for plates 61 and 62 have
been transposed and the pollen grains depicted in Plate 1
C–D are incorrectly described as monads.
The compact disc, WATTLE Acacias of Australia, adds a
new dimension to these floras. It includes interactive keys
which allow identification of vegetative, flowering or fruiting
specimens — this will be a huge hit with ecologists. Every
species is covered by a description and a series of line draw-
ings highlighting diagnostic features (more than 1 000 illus-
trations). The phytogeography of each taxon is covered in
fairly refined detail. What is most impressive is that the disc
is easily installed and operated by a rank amateur. 
The system requirements are: Windows® 95 or higher
and Internet Explorer 5.0, 16Mb of hard disc space, SVGA
monitor, CD-ROM drive.
TJ Edwards
Curator, Natal University Herbarium Pietermaritzburg, School of Botany and Zoology, University of Natal, Private Bag X1,
Scottsville 3209, South Africa
e-mail: edwards@nu.ac.za
